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CHURCH OF
CANADA

The Pastors and Ruling Elders of the church will be asked to give their public assent to the
RPCC Vows of Office,

The Deacons in the church will be asked to take vows affirming their willingness to abide
by the contents of this Constitution.

The communicant member's present will be given the opportunity to give their assent to
the terms of membership of the RPCC.

7pm, Friday 12th May 2023
Public Worship will be held, God willing,

in Ottawa RPC, at which the following will happen.

The Formation 
of the RPCC

what happens next?



WHY HAVE AN RPCC?

October 2018 - the Presbytery appointed a committee "to initiate discussions among the
Canadian ministers and elders and proceed to the formation of a Canadian RP Church." Mr.
Rod Finlayson, Rev. Matt Kingswood, Rev. Dr. Andrew Quigley and Rev. Scott Wilkinson were
appointed to this committee. In the winter of 2018/2019, each Session in Canada was visited
by Rev. Quigley to discuss the reasons and merits for forming a Canadian church. Following
these discussions, all the Sessions agreed to participate in the process of achieving this goal,
but it was understood that no final commitment was required of any congregation. The 2019
Synod formally supported a petition from the St. Lawrence Presbytery to officially work
toward this goal. From the fall of 2019 to the spring of 2020, the Canadian ministers and
elders came together three times in “gatherings” to discuss producing constitutional
documents based on the original Westminster Standards. The meetings, which were
attended by an exceptionally high number of ministers and elders, took place in the
following way:
April 2021 - The Sessions in Ontario and Quebec presented a request to the St. Lawrence
Presbytery, which led to a petition coming to the RPCNA Synod. Synod favourably granted
this petition directing the participating congregations to be sent out from the RPCNA in
June 2022 to form a national RP Church of Canada.
June 2021 - The Synod formed a committee comprised of ministers and elders from the USA
and Canada to work out the process and bring this plan back to the 2022 meeting Synod.
May and June 2022 - Six 'Gatherings' of the Canadian ministers and elders took place to work
on the constitution for the new RPCC. This was a season when men themselves, above and
beyond their normal responsibilities, to form this new constitution.
June 2022 - The RPCNA committee appointed to work out the process whereby the RPCC
would be established presented its proposals to the RPCNA Synod.  These proposals
suggested that the RPCNA establish a new Presbytery, the RPCNA Presbytery of Canada,
comprising Canadian RPCNA congregations and mission works. This Presbytery would then
be granted permission to constitute itself into the RPC of Canada.  The RPCNA Synod
approved the proposals of the committee, and at the June 2022 RPCNA Synod, the new
RPCNA Presbytery of Canada was formally constituted in an emotional event for many.
July 2022 - The first meeting of the newly established RPCNA Presbytery of Canada took
place online to formally appoint officers of the court and members of the various Presbytery
committees that had been agreed upon previously at the Gatherings. 
September 2022 - The Presbytery appointed committees began to undertake their work
establishing the foundation for the new Canadian RP denomination. Not an insignificant
task when starting from virtually ground level. 
October 2022 - The Presbytery met in person, and having worked through the outstanding
issues of the new constitution, it was agreed that the document produced would serve as
the constitutional basis of what would be the new RPCC. 
March 2023 - At a special Presbytery meeting, it was agreed to revise the previously
scheduled date for the formal establishment of the RPCC to the 12th May 2023. 

The decision to form an RP Church of Canada has its genesis in a St. Lawrence Presbytery
meeting in April 1999. At that meeting, a motion was passed "to establish a Canadian
Presbytery by July 1999." This did not happen. 
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THE PROCESS TOWARDS THE RPCC 



 

RPCC Magazine
The official publication of the RPCC "Sea to Sea" will be published online and in print four
times a year as a 16-page magazine.  The purpose of the magazine will be to present the
life and testimony of the denomination to its members and to the world around us.  It
will contain news and events reports, congregational focus and some teaching articles.  

Sea To Sea
C a n a d i a n  R P  N e w s

RPCC Camps and Conferences
One of the goals in establishing the RPCC is to build the body life of the church within
Canada. Obviously, given the size of the nation, that is going to require some creative
thinking and financial investment, but it's not going to be impossible. One of the ways
that we will seek to do that is through a range of Camps and Conferences that we are
going to establish in the next few years.   The responsibility for overseeing this will be in
the hands of the Presbytery-appointed Camps and Conferences Committee, which has
already begun its work. 

RP Family Weekend
Building on the work of previous generations and camps first at Echo Lake and then
Silver Lake as you'll see on the back page of the leaflet this years annual family camp will
be held from the 8th-11th September 2023 at the Wesley Acres Retreat Centre in Prince
Edward County. The location is a good one not only in terms of the quality of the retreat
facility  but because it is same distance of everyone in Ontario congregations to get to.
Booking opened recently and we have almost 60 folk booked already which is an
encouraging sign.

Winterlude Youth Weekend
Winterlude is the annual youth weekend traditionally hosted by the Ottawa RP Church
but this year there was a wonderful development as we welcomed youth from seven
congregations including from our BC congregations.  We are in the process of
establishing a new working group which will run the weekend and be comprised of folk
from different RP Churches.  
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Other Conferences
Next year the Camps and Conferences Committee will be
working to establish working groups to run annual
Woman's Conferences, Men's Conferences and another for
those in their 20's and 30's. 

Ottawa Theological Hall 
It is important that we take seriously the privilege of
asking the Lord to call men into His service in the gospel
ministry. The Presbytery has taken the decision to re-
constitute the Ottawa Theological Hall (OTH) in
anticipation that God will do so and the Presbytery
appointed a 'Training Men for Ministry' Committee which
will be meeting in the coming weeks to work through
what the new OTH will look like; the structure of the
courses, who will teach them, the bursary's that will be
made available to students, etc. 
          This will be an exciting development in the life of
the RPC of Canada, but again we ask you to really make
this a matter of prayer in your life.  We live in a nation of
great need, and only the gospel's good news will meet
that need for God's glory.

Social Media and Website
You may not have realized it, but there is an opportunity
for you to be updated frequently on what is happening in
the RPC in Canada through our Facebook page. 

We are also working on the development of our website,
which, God willing, will be live in May and be another
means of communicating what Christ is doing in His
Bride for good.

Find us on
Facebook

The Canadian RP

Congregations page is

where you can find up

to date news and

information about

events happening in

the churches across

Canada. 

Like and follow our page

to stay informed.



QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
CONSTITUTION ADDRESSED

Why is a new Constitution necessary?
A constitution is generally a statement which outlines the position of a Church on matters of doctrine,
worship and government. The ministers and elders in the Canadian congregations wanted to have a
constitution which contained the subordinate standards of the church, the Westminster Confession of
Faith and Larger & Shorter Catechism, and presented our position on worship and government in a
clear and concise form.  This was desired, not only because of the benefits which consistency, clarity
and conciseness bring, but because we wanted a statement that would appropriately apply to our
Canadian context, and importantly, be one which churches from the wider reformed church
community might find an acceptable standard they could agree with. 

Who wrote the Constitution?
The Constitution is the work of all the ministers and ruling elders of the participating Canadian
congregations and mission churches. As you will have read in the 'process to date', from its initial
drafting by the committee appointed to do so through to it's final agreement, this was a considerable
task, involving hundreds of man hours. Throughout the process every elder was given the opportunity
to engage in considering, making comments upon and ultimately approving its content.  

Why was it just the Elders who were involved in the writing and agreeing of the
constitution?
If this is a constitution for the Canadian church why was it just the elders and not the members who
were given the opportunity to write and agree to it? It's because of what a constitution is and who the
elders are. A constitution is a 'legal' statement of the church's doctrine, worship and government.  It is
the elders, that is the ministers and ruling elders, of the church who have the sole responsibility for
'guarding' the doctrine and worship of the church through exercising biblical government. Acts 20:28-
31, 1 Peter 5:1-6, Acts 15:1-35.  So throughout the history of the church it has been those men who have
been ordained to the biblical office of Elder who have produced and approved the constitutions of the
church.  And when changes have to be made, as they often have been in the RPCNA, then it is the
elders who do that at the annual meeting of Synod, the highest court in the RPCNA and there is a
process laid out as to how that can be done. 

Do all the Elders have to approve of what is in the Constitution - what about exceptions?
The simple answer is yes. The Presbytery has agreed to allow two exceptions which men may take
when they taking their vows of Ordination, one regards who a man can marry in his wife's family if she
has died, and the other is about whether the Pope of the Roman Catholic system is the Antichrist or an
Antichrist.  Currently the RPCNA position permits men to cite any exceptions they want to take and
then the Presbytery can decide whether to grant them or not.   Why require such a robust subscription
to the Constitution? The communicant members of the church should clearly know what their elders
believe and are willing to uphold, which is important for provision of stability and integrity.
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Clarification statements 
As well as the two permitted exceptions in the Constitution, there are also two statements which clarify
the RPCC position on a couple of points in the Westminster Confession of Faith. The first of these regards
the phrase “in the space of six days” and “all very good” in Chapter 4.1 of the Confession and makes it
clear that we believe that these were six, 24-hour days and the state of the original creation prior to the
curse was perfect and without death.  The second clarification relates to Chapters 23:3 and 31:2 and
speaks to the limits of the civil magistrate’s responsibility in the exercise of its duty and in his relationship
to the church.  Again the desire is to be very clear about what we believe the Bible teaches. 

So what is the relationship between the members of the church and the constitution?
Membership vows ask the individual to submit in the Lord to the teaching and government of the
Church as being based upon the Scriptures. This means that members must be willing to hear and think
about what is set forth in the constitution; it does not mean that they have to agree with everything in it. 

Why does the constitution seem so different from the RPCNA constitution?
The desire was to create a Constitution consistent with the Westminster Standards and one that was
clear and concise.  So the question faced was, 'do we rewrite the current RPCNA Constitution?' which has
grown over the decades and now contains many directives written in a narrative style, or 'do we produce
a constitution which focuses on the biblical warrant for church government offices and leaves the work of
applying the position of the church to those in ruling office?' We chose the latter. 
          So the next question we faced was, where do we begin?  The drafting committee consulted
constitutions from the RPCNA (since 1945), 1995, 2003, and 2010; the OPC, ARP, URCNA, FRC, PCA, RCUS,
PRC, FCS(cont.) and ARPC. These were studied and compared.  Several works from the reformation
period were also consulted because many reformed constitutions were initially structured following the
original Westminster directories. 
          This resulted in an initial draft, 90% of which was taken from a compilation of these sources. So we
have a biblically grounded constitution soundly rooted in the reformed historical tradition and one which
we trust will provide both a solid base for the worship, life and governance of the new RP Church of
Canada. And we hope it will be conducive to a Biblical reformation throughout Canada. (It is worth noting
that the RP Global Alliance Advisory Committee have adopted the RPCC Constitution as a constitution to
be given to new RP denominations worldwide as a model they can use when drafting their own
constitution.)

Why is there no Testimony in our Constitution?
“Testimony bearing” is a practice that emerged a generation after the Westminster Assembly among
Presbyterians who wanted to state why they were different from others. The RP Testimony was a
statement produced as a book which made the case that the Reformed Presbyterian (Covenanters)
regarded themselves as the true spiritual descendants of the 17th-century Presbyterians. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
CONSTITUTION ADDRESSED
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The Irish RP Church still has a separate book which it calls its 'Testimony', as does the RP Church of
Australia. The RP of Scotland doesn't currently have a Testimony but speaks to issues of the day in
position papers.
           In the 1970s, the RPCNA Synod took the decision to move from having a separate book and
began incorporating its Testimony within its Constitution. It did this by adding sections from the
Testimony  and adding the content as parallel columns to the Westminster Confession section in the
Constitution. However, this has turned out to be more than just a combining of two books. Over the
past fifty years these sections have become less about why the RPCNA remains separate and more
about applying the parallel Confession sections to specific contemporary issues.  Now there is a place
for applying what we believe to the ever changing issues in our culture but that's not what a Testimony
is about and there are better ways of doing it than putting them into a Constitution. Its one of the
reason why the RPCNA has had to be amended so frequently. 

Is it a perfect document?
No document written by man is perfect. That's why even the tremendously well-written and helpful
documents of the Westminster Assembly are merely subordinate standards of the church.
Notwithstanding the incredible effort put in by over twenty men to get it to where it is today, this
constitution will need revision as it settles down into the practical life of the church. and there is a
provision made for that. 
       Changes to the constitution happen regularly. There has hardly been a year when the RPCNA
Constitution has not been changed in some way, and in 2003 and 2010 there were major rewritings of
the worship sections in the Constitution. For example, the inside cover page of the 2004 RPCNA
Constitution reads "2004 edition includes revisions of Synod of the RPCNA from 1999 to 2003. Affected
sections include; Directory of Church Government, Book of Discipline, Directory for the Worship of God
and Form." in other words, the entire Constitution. And in the latest edition, the Copyright content is
cited for the years: 1989, 1998, 2004, 2-10, 2013, 2017, 2018 Nov. 2018 and 2021. Which shows just how
frequently it has been changed. 
             So changing the constitution is possible, and if a member of the church sees something they
think is not correct, they can raise it with their session, and if their session cannot answer their
question/s then it can be brought to the Presbytery. That's the beauty of biblical presbyterian church
government. Having said that, we do expect fewer changes because of the nature of the content, there
is much less narrative, and therefore scope for interpretation, which then has to be modified. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
CONSTITUTION ADDRESSED

FIND THE RPCC CONSTITUTION AT 
rpccanada.org/constitution/  

7



September
8-11, 2023
Wesley Acres, Prince Edward County

rpfamilycamp.org
Online Booking Open!

hear excellent preaching and praise God with many others.
accommodations with their own bathroom facilities. 
great food and fellowship plus activities such as; soccer,
volleyball, gaga ball, and more.
beachfront and multiple play structures for children. 

Please Give Thanks and Pray for these things.

RPF A M I L Y  C A M P


